Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 JIDDA 01516 031530Z 

43 

ACTION NEA-09 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO PM-03 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 CIAE-00 

DODE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-01 USIA-06 PRS-01 /050W 

— - 126260 

R 031400Z MAR 75 
FM AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 426 
INFO AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
AMCONSUL DHAHRAN 
AMEMBASSY DOHA 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
AMEMBASSY MANAMA 
AMEMBASSY MUSCAT 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 

CONFIDENTIAL JIDDA 1516 

BEIRUT FOR BAGHDAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: OVIP, S,IR 

SUBJECT: PRINCE FAHD TO VISIT IRAN 

1. IRANIAN AMBASSADOR RAED INFORMED THE AMBASSADOR MARCH 2 
THAT DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND MINISTER OF INTERIOR PRINCE FAHD 
BIN ABD AL-AZIZ HAD BEEN INVITED TO MAKE AN OFFICIAL FIVE-DAY 
VISIT TO IRAN. FAHD HAD ACCEPTED AND THE VISIT WILL TAKE 
PLACE IN APRIL. 

2. RAED WAS PLEASED THAT FAHD HAD ACCEPTED THE INVITATION 
AND REGARDS THE VISIT AS OF PARTICULAR SIGNIFICANCE. WE AGREE 
THAT THE VISIT HAS POTENTIAL FOR MARKEDLY IMPROVING SAUDI- 
IRANIAN RELATIONS. FAHD IS, AFTER THE KING, THE MOST POWERFUL 
MAN IN THE KINGDOM AND HIS PROBABLY SUCCESSOR. HE FREQUENTLY 
PLAYS A MAJOR ROLE IN FOREIGN POLICY FORMULATION. THE 
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LONGSTANDING BORDER DISPUTE WITH THE UAE, FOR INSTANCE, WAS 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 

.SF.TTT.RD AFTER HE PERSONALLY TOOK THE MATTER IN HAND. IN THIS 
INSTANCE. IF FAHD PERSONALLY WERE TO BE CONVINCED OF THE 
NEED FOR IMPROVED AND CLOSER RELATIONS WITH IRAN, THAY WOULD 
BECOME SAUDI POLICY. 
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